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And for this act of justice and mercy, your Memorialists, as
in duty bound, shall for ever pray, etc.* etc.1
ABDUL KARIM HAJEE
AND 39 OTHERS
From a photostat of a handwritten copy: S.N. 755
83.   LETTER TO "THE NATAL MERCURY
DURBAN,
March 23 1896
TO
THE EPITOR
The Natal Mercury
SIR,
Injustice to the two defendants, Roberts and Richards, whom
the worthy Superintendent of Police is pleased to call "upstarts"
and other bad names, and in justice to the Indian community, I
beg to encroach upon your space with reference to the partial
report of the case in which the two defendants were charged
under the Vagrancy Law and the Superintendent's views there-
on that appeared in your issue of the 29th February. The report
and the opinion would seem to show that Mr. Waller's decision2
is a miscarriage of justice. To give colour to that view, the
Superintendent has elected to give that portion of the evidence
which I wished, and still wish, to use in order to win public
sympathy for the two defendants, and what is more, for people
placed in a similar position.
I humbly think that theirs was a very hard case, and that the
police erred in arresting them, and, afterwards, in harassing them.
I said in the Court, and I repeat, that the Vagrant Law would
cease to be oppressive if the police showed some consideration for
the Indians and used discretion in arresting them. The fact that
1 The memorial was rejected on February 27, on the ground  that the
Regulations were identical with those of September 28, 1891, in operation in
regard to the Eshowe township; tide "Letter to C. Walsh",  4-3-18%,
2 Mr. Waller, Police   Magistrate,  dismissed the case  on the ground that
so long as a coloured man, found out of doors after 9 p.m.  without a pass, told
the police he was going home,  it was sufficient answer to dear himself, as the
law stated that   only a coloured person found wandering  between the hours
of 9 p.m. and 5 a.m. without a pass from his employer, or not giving a good
account of himself, xnay be arrested.